
 
 

   
Cape Ann Museum hosts virtual lecture series on African Americans in 

Essex County   
Monthly lecture series allows attendees to celebrate cultural history of Cape Ann 

Friday, February 26 at 1:00 p.m. 

 
GLOUCESTER, MASS. (Feb. 2021) – To honor and celebrate Black History Month, the Cape Ann Museum 
welcomes Dr. Kabria Baumgartner and Dr. Elizabeth Duclos-Orsello to discuss their research and report 
on the history of African Americans in Essex County as part of the Museum’s new virtual lecture series 
on Friday, Feb. 26 at 1 p.m. 
 
Dr. Baumgartner, Associate Professor of American Studies and Faculty Fellow for Equity and Inclusion of 
the University of New Hampshire, and Dr. Duclos-Orsello, Chair and Professor in the Department of 
Interdisciplinary Studies and Coordinator of American Studies at Salem State University, will discuss their 
research for a new report, African Americans in Essex County, which was funded by the National Park 
Service and will be released later this spring. 
 
The two have spent the past two years visiting historic repositories throughout Essex County, including 
the Cape Ann Museum, to collect, compile, and catalog the history of African Americans in this area.  
 
“Exploring the deep and complex history of African Americans in Essex County is incredibly enriching,” 
said Dr. Baumgartner. “What becomes apparent is that African Americans have contributed to the 
economic development as well as the cultural and intellectual wealth of Essex County, which is a 
federally recognized national heritage area.” 
 
“The African Americans in Essex County Project is the first study to provide a thorough accounting of the 
archival collections and materials at area repositories related to the African American experience, dating 
back to the seventeenth century. By compiling these materials, we have opened some new possibilities 
to share fascinating "hidden" stories, to identify and connect complex themes, and to collaborate with 
cultural institutions and community members in order to understand the dynamic history of African 
Americans in this region,” she said. 
 



 
 
During the virtual discussion, participants will hear directly from Dr. Baumgartner and Dr. Duclos-Orsello 
about what they have learned, the impetus behind the project, and their recommendations for how 
local residents and institutions can celebrate and support African American History in Essex County. 
  
WHEN and WHERE: Friday, February 26, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. EST. Register online at 
https://www.capeannmuseum.org/events/african-americans-essex-county/ or call 978-283-0455 
x10 or email to info@capeannmuseum.org. Free for CAM members; $10 for non-members.  
 
Next scheduled lecture in the series will be on Friday, March 19 at 4:00 pm: How Copley Painted 
Women, presented by Dr. Erica Hirshler, Croll Senior Curator of American Paintings, MFA Boston and 
Jane Kamensky, Trumbull Professor of American History, Harvard University. 
 
 
 
 

The Cape Ann Museum, founded in 1875, exists to preserve and celebrate the history and culture of the area and to 
keep it relevant to today’s audiences. Spanning 44,000 square feet, the Museum is one of the major cultural 
institutions on Boston’s North Shore welcoming more than 25,000 local, national and international visitors each 
year to its exhibitions and programs. In addition to fine art, the Museum’s collections include decorative art, 
textiles, artifacts from the maritime and granite industries, three historic homes, a Library & Archives and a 
sculpture park in the heart of downtown Gloucester. In Summer 2021, the Museum will officially open the 12,000 
square foot Janet & William Ellery James Center at the Cape Ann Museum Green. The campus also includes three 
historic buildings – the White Ellery House (1710), an adjacent Barn (c. 1740), and the recently acquired Babson-
Alling House (c.1740), all located on the site at the intersection of Washington and Poplar Streets in Gloucester.    

The Cape Ann Museum is located at 27 Pleasant Street in Gloucester. Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation, 
operating hours have been reduced to better protect the safety and well-being of visitors, staff and volunteers. The 
Museum is currently open Thursday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Timed tickets are required for all 
visitors at this time and can be reserved online at www.camuseum.eventbrite.com. Admission is $12.00 adults, 
$10.00 Cape Ann residents, seniors and students. Youth (under 18) and Museum members are free. Cape Ann 
residents can visit for free on the second Saturday of each month. For more information please call (978)283-0455 
x110 or visit www.capeannmuseum.org.   

For a detailed media fact sheet please visit www.capeannmuseum.org/press. 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS:  Ashley Elias 
   Teak Media 
   (213) 400-3402 
   Ashley@teakmedia.com 
 

Meredith Anderson 
meredithanderson@capeannmuseum.org 
(978) 283-0455 x115 

 



 
 
 


